
Dear Government Team Applicant,       






          1
The selection process will be in two rounds. First round: blind paper application and final round: group interview. 
First Round: Paper Application
Your name will be separated from your application. Your previous academic performance or financial ability to pay for travel to our field studies play no weight in the process. As a team we can conquer any academic or financial deficit. You are judged solely on the content of your application and interview. We are looking for team members with the desire and opportunity to grow, to be vulnerable. Each question will be scored on to what degree will the applicant benefit from the experience  and help others benefit from the experience. 
Final Round: Group Interview
On March 11, based on the scores of the paper application and teacher input, 50 applicants will be e-mailed to take part in group interviews (5 per group for a total of 10 group interviews, that will be scheduled between April 4-April 8th). From that 50, the final 32 selected on April 8.
On your course forms, if you are applying for Government Team, you need to specify classes OTHER THAN GOV TEAM, your next desired alternative classes (AP Gov, AP Econ, Gov, Econ) in case you aren’t selected for the team. If selected April 18 and you confirm that you accept, your course schedule will automatically be corrected.
If you have any questions, please e-mail Mr. Chiang: christopher_chiang@fuhsd.org

Thank you,
Mr. Chiang
Instructions: Please follow these five instructions carefully.
1) Please copy and paste the questions found on Pg 2 into a new document in a word processor. An electronic version is found at: govteam.org
2) Answer all five questions. Each of the five responses should be no longer than 100 words, ideally much less. For reference, the paragraph above, titled: “First Round: Paper” is 91 words.
3) Your application must be in 12 size, Times Roman Font, single spaced.
4) First thing, type your name, email, and current history teacher (do not specify which class). After that, do not identify yourself anywhere else. Current team members will be asked to recues themselves from any application they recognize. 
5) Print and drop of the completed application in Room C110 in a marked box starting Thursday, March 10. Applications will not be accepted before Thursday. Final deadline to turn in applications is Friday, March11, 7:35am. 
6) You understand you will be dropped from or possibly failed the class if you cannot: meet at lunch each Wednesday, see your group once a week, complete all team projects, and be on time. Class meets 1st period. Gov Team is a team, if people can’t rely on you, then this isn’t for you.
Name:___________________________                                                                                         2
Email:___________________________
Your History Teacher:_______________ 
1) On your transcript, Gov Team will show up as a regular “Fall: Government” and “Spring: Economics,” there’s not extra honor credit, but you are asked to do college level work and take the AP Gov exam. The class operates a lot like graduate school: the class will demand you to create learning opportunities, rather than receive them. In Gov Team, there is a saying, “Gov Team isn’t what it does to you, it is what you make of it.” What does that phrase mean to you? How will you make the most of a class that on paper looks no different from any other? 
YOUR RESPONSE HERE (100 WORDS MAX)

2) You and your unit (4-6 other team members) work together for an entire year (one 2 hour+ meeting a week is required and scheduled between you and your unit).  Failure to be a dependable team member is a failure of the very essence of the class and will result in failing the course. In competition, there are no individual awards, the team wins and loses based on every member’s contribution. When your team is standing before a judge at Stanford Law School or at the Capitol, if you skipped your part because you were busy, you just ruined the whole team’s experience. Reputations are easily lost, and hard to earn back. How can you convince your teammates that they can depend on you? Explain.
YOUR RESPONSE HERE (100 WORDS MAX)

3) Name one historical and one current event that has meaning to you personally, explain.
YOUR RESPONSE HERE (100 WORDS MAX)
4) Gov Team operates three of the four days a week in a 1-1 laptop setting. Technology can be a powerful tool or distraction. What challenges do you think there are in a classroom where students are using laptops daily, and how would you overcome those challenges?
YOUR RESPONSE HERE (100 WORD MAX)

5) Between AP Government, government, AP Economics, and economics, why would Government Team be the course that provides you the most significant growth? Where do you want to grow? Explain.
YOUR RESPONSE HERE (100 WORDS MAX)
Print and drop of the completed application in Room C110 in a marked box starting Thursday, March 10 Applications will not be accepted before Thursday. Final deadline to turn in applications is Friday, March 11, 7:35am. Results/requests for interviews will be emailed by March 25. Final results/invitations emailed Friday night, April 08.
